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(54) Abstract Title 
Shade device 

!l! 7) u A j had * device ' for application to a window of a vehicle, has an outer shape and material 2 which forms 
the shade within the outer shape is provided with printing matter 6 thereon to create a visual effect. The outer 
shape of the shade is linked to the printed matter applied to the shade material. The shade is applied with at 
least one sucker mounted therewith to allow the shade to be attached to the window. The material 2 is 
preferably mounted between a wire frame 4. 
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At least one drawing originally filed was informal and the print reproduced here is taken from a later filed formal copy. 
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Shade Device 

The invention to which this application relates is a shade device of 
the type for application to a window of a vehicle or an article towed 
by a vehicle such as a caravan or the like. 

The use of shade devices to be attached or be provided as integral 
parts of vehicle windows to provide a shading effect to the 
occupants of the vehicle is known. The use of shades is 
particularly prevalent with regard to providing shade for occupants 
of the passenger or rear seats of the vehicle and in particular with 
regard to children. One example of such a shade is manufactured 
from a net material which is a relatively close mesh and which 
material is suspended between a frame which can be coilable for 
storage purposes and expanded to a shade position. 

However, such shades tend to have been used as purely functional 
and tend to be provided of a standard rectangular or substantially 
rectangular shape with little or no thought given to the appearance 
of the same. 

The aim of the present invention is to provide a shade which has 
the function of providing a shading effect to occupants of a vehicle 
when applied or positioned on a window of the same and which 
shade also provides a visual effect so that the shade has a functional 
and visual aspect. 

In a first aspect of the invention there is provided a shade for 
application to a window of a vehicle, said shade having an outer 
shape and in the material which forms the shade within said shape 
there is applied printing matter to provide the visual effect of the 
shade and wherein the outer shape of the shade is linked to the 
printed matter applied to the shade material. 
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In one embodiment the shape of the edge of the shade is dictated by 
a frame between which the shade material is supported. In one 
embodiment the frame is a length of wire and the shape of the same 
is determined by a passage formed in the shade material along which 
the wire passes to take the form of the passage. Typically the wire 
is resilient and formable to allow the same to take the form of a 
passage. Typically the shade material is provided with at least one 
sucker mounted therewith which allows the shade to be attached to 
the window and to be releasable when not required. 

In one embodiment the location of the at least one sucker on the 
shade relates to the printed matter applied thereto. For example, if 
the printed matter was a pair of eyes and mouth, the sucker could be 
a nose. 

In a further embodiment the at least one sucker is located at the 
edge of the frame. Typically the sucker is made from a resilient 
material such as rubber or plastic and comprises a suction portion 
to attach the same to the window and a clamping portion to clamp a 
portion of the frame to the sucker. The clamping portion can 
include a channel portion communicating with a slit-like opening. A 
portion of the frame can be forced through the slit-like opening and 
housed in the channel. The resilience of the material causes the 
sides of the clamping portion defining the slit-like opening to move 
towards each other once the frame is in the channel, thereby 
preventing the frame from becoming accidentally detached from the 
sucker. 

An example of the invention is if the printed matter is a pair of 
eyes, nose and mouth, then the shape of the frame is of a head. In 
the preferred embodiment the printed matter represents advertising 
matter relating to a particular product, article or event so that when 
the shade is applied to the vehicle the printed matter is viewable by 
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persons within the vehicle and/or external of the vehicle thereby 
providing advertising view of the printed matter. 

In one preferred embodiment the shape of the frame is linked to the 
advertising matter so that for example if a packet of sweets is 
advertised via the advertising matter, then the shape of the frame 
may be such as to mirror the normal shape of the packet of sweets 
or if the advertising matter is related to a particular drink, then the 
shape of the frame may take the form of a can or bottle, or if the 
advertising matter relates to an event such as a football match, then 
the shape of the frame may be that of a football, and so on. 

In one embodiment the frame can be folded to form a coil, thereby 
allowing the shade to be easily stored when not in use. 

It is believed that the invention of this application better provides a 
new derivative opportunity to provide advertising material on an 
article which also provides a function and it is envisaged that said 
shapes can be provided as a promotional item by the company or 
parties to whom the printed matter relates. 

Specific embodiments of the invention are now described with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein:- 

Figure 1 illustrates a shade according to a first embodiment of the 
invention which is used to advertise a particular drink; and 

Figure 2 illustrates a second embodiment of the invention wherein 
the shade is provided in a form to promote a football event. 

Referring firstly to Figure 1, there is illustrated a shade according to 
one embodiment of the invention, wherein the shade comprises 
shade matenal 2 which is suspended between a frame 4. In this 
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embodiment the shade material has applied thereto printed matter 6 
which relates to a particular form of soft drink which is normally 
sold in a bottle and so the frame takes the form of a bottle so that 
the shade overall has the shape of a bottle and the printed matter 
depicts the particular drink so that the shade forms in effect an 
advert for the soft drink. 

Referring to Figure 2, there is illustrated a further embodiment of 
the invention wherein there is provided shade material 102 which is 
suspended between a frame 104 which in this embodiment takes the 
form of a ball and the printed material 106 on the shade material 
depicts a football and includes a reference to a football event. 

Thus it will be seen that the shades of these embodiments and the 
many other possible embodiments provide a functional effect in that 
it continues to act as a shade for the occupants of a vehicle but also 
an advertising effect via the printed matter and/or shape of the 
article frame and this is both novel and inventive with respect to the 
prior art of which the Applicant is aware. 
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Claims:- 

1., A shade for application to a window of a vehicle, said shade 
having an outer shape and in the material which forms the shade 
within said shape there is applied printing matter to provide the 
visual effect of the shade and wherein the outer shape of the shade 
is linked to the printed matter applied to the shade material. 

2. A shade according to claim 1 wherein the shape of the edge of 
the shade is dictated by a frame between which the shade material is 
supported. 

3. A shade according to claim 3 wherein the frame is a length of 
wire and the shape of the same is determined by a passage formed in 
the shade material along which the wire passes to take the form of 
the passage. 

4. A shade according to claim 4 wherein the wire is resilient and 
formable. 

5. , A shade according to any preceding claim wherein at least one 
sucker is mounted on the shade to attach the same to a window and 
to be releasable when not required. 

6. A shade according to claim 5 wherein the location of the at 
least one sucker relates to the printed matter applied thereto. 

7. A shade according to claim 5 wherein the at least one sucker is 
located at the edge of the frame. 

8. A shade according to any preceding claim wherein the sucker 
comprises a suction portion to attach the same to the window and a 
clamping portion to clamp a portion of the frame to the sucker. 



6 



9. A shade according to claim 8 wherein the clamping portion 
includes a channel portion communicating with a slit-like opening, 
the portion of frame being held in the channel portion. 

10. A shade according to any preceding claim wherein the 
clamping portion and the sucker portion are made from a resilient 
material. 

11. A shade according the claim 10 wherein the resilient material 
includes rubber and/or plastics material. 

12. A shade according to any preceding claim wherein the printed 
matter represents advertising matter relating to a particular product, 
article or event. 

13. A shade according to claim 12 wherein the shape of the frame 
is linked to the advertising matter. 

14. A shade according to any preceding claim wherein the frame 
can be folded to form a coil. 

15. A shade for application to a window of a vehicle, said shade 
having an outer shape and in the material which forms the shade 
within said shape there is applied printing matter to provide the 
visual effect of the shade. 
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